



ASSU Executive Meeting
Minutes
Thursday July 3rd, 2025							        	                            12:15 pm

Present: F. Kayed (President), G. Johnson (Executive), Z. Nettey (Executive), D. Tessaro (Executive),   J. Seto (Executive Co-ordinator), G Nowlan (Secretary to the Executive) 

The meeting was called to order at 12:18 pm

1) 	Approval of the Agenda 

	MOVED (Nettey/Tessaro): “To approve the agenda as presented.”

*CARRIED

2) 	Approval of the Previous Minutes - June 16, 2025

	MOVED (Tessaro/Nettey): “To approve the previous minutes as presented” 
	
	*CARRIED 
3)	Report of the Executive

Transit 
F. Kayed met with the UTSU President to discuss their transit initiative. They were not interested in trying again to get a Upass like at UTM because there was general agreement that a levy from students would not pass right now. The updated initiative was for a transit subsidy for students that they could apply for. F. Kayed asked the Exec if this was something that the Exec would be interested in participating in. There was consensus that the Exec were interested in participating once they had a better idea of what the cost/number of students served and how it would be administered was clear. 

Kayed explained that the pilot program would be for the Fall and would hopefully serve 500 students to start. 

	CR/NCR

F. Kayed reported that they met with reps from UTMSU and UTSU and discussed how they would work together to lobby the admin to adjust the current CR/NCR deadline from the last day of classes to the day grades are released. One of the proposals from UTSU is to survey students in the Fall to get a better understanding of how important this change would be for students and how much interest in the change there is. UTSU reps thought there could be some pushback from instructors about students retroactively changing courses to CR/NCR that they didn’t like. Kayed will get back to the Exec closer to the date of the survey launch so they can give feedback for the questions. 
Reps from UTMSU brought up the idea of making the student notetakers a paid position to increase the quality of the student notetakers. In the past, there has been money set aside for volunteer student notetakers but this has not been easy to access. 

Reps from UTMSU also wanted to propose a change to the second attempt at credit policy, F Kayed mentioned that they thought that the policy had already been changed by Arts and Science already this year and would report back to the group at their next meeting. 


Speaker Series

Both G. Johnson and D. Tessaro reported on their ideas for the speaker event or series. Johnson focused on an idea regarding accessibility at the university which was proposed last year as a survey to students. Johnson was interested in getting someone from Accessibility Service to do a series of talks, and also to appear on the ASSU podcast to answer questions from students about what services are available. Johnson was also interested in coming up with a series of info posts about accessibility that she would present to the team. 

D. Tessaro proposed a big list of speakers for a lecture or panel discussion on AI. The talk could involve four Profs and potentially Prof. McCahan who was the co-chair of the UofT AI taskforce. The panel could be moderated by a UofT student, potentially from CS, as they are interested in collaborating with ASSU. 

Tessaro also wants to draft a survey to students about AI usage to compliment the AI task force report. There was not a lot of actual data included in the report and Tessaro hoped to get access to some of the survey data from the taskforce when they reached out to them about having a meeting. Tessaro would reach out to Prof. McCahan to set up a time to talk and report back to the Exec at the next meeting. 

Tessaro also reported that in October, there would be an event with Slavoj Žižek hosted in Toronto and that it might be possible to convince him to give a talk open to students hosted by ASSU. J. Seto would try to find if he is represented by a speakers agent in Canada and reach out to discuss. 

Arbor Journal

Z. Nettey asked for clarification about the timelines for the journal and how to start planning for the year. F. Kayed will share all important documentation and checklists and be available to answer any questions about the journal process. When the new Executives are elected in the Fall, hopefully one of them will be able to take on the journal with Nettey. 

CRSS

Z. Nettey asked about the student advisory Complaint and Resolution for Student Societies group  from the Provost's office and whether ASSU would be nominating a rep to the committee. There was discussion about the purpose of the committee and whether ASSU had nominated a rep in the past. G. Nowlan and J. Seto talked about the history of the group and the reasons why the Exec have not nominated students in the past. F. Kayed would get more information from the office of the Vice Provost and report back to the Exec by the next meeting for a decision. 

 

4)	Report of the Staff
G. Nowlan updated the Exec on the website revamp project and their meetings with the team from the CSSU. The current process is getting team leads hired and then a team of volunteer CS students to join the project. The next meeting should be in mid July for an update. 
J. Seto reported that they discussed with Prof. Appolini and went over some of their ideas for the ENV eco-anxiety mindfulness project. Prof. Appolini had about 500 students participate in the first iteration of the project and would love to extend that to more students. Prof. Appolini will draft an official proposal and send it to the Exec. There may be other Profs who will want to take part in the project as well. 

5)	Other Business
	a)  CU Social 
J. Seto asked the Exec if they wanted to plan a course union welcome event for the Fall like the one the Exec hosted last year. There was agreement to explore dates for booking the Hart House Quad in September so J. Seto will begin that process and get a quote to the Exec for approval.
6)	Adjournment
	MOVED (Johnson/Tessaro) “To Adjourn” 

	*CARRIED
The meeting adjourned at 2:04pm
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