



ASSU Executive Meeting
Minutes
Monday, January 27th, 2025										12:15 pm

Present: F. Sadid (President), G. Johnson (Executive), Z. Nettey (Executive), M. Rodrigo (Executive), M. Wong (Executive),  S. Zaman (Executive), G. Nowlan (Secretary), J. Seto (Staff)

1) 	Approval of the Agenda 

	MOVED (Wong/Johnson): “To approve the agenda as presented.”

*CARRIED

2) 	Approval of the Previous Minutes - Jan 13th 2025

	MOVED (Johnson/Nettey) “To approve the previous minutes as presented” 
	
	*CARRIED
3)	Report of the President
F. Sadid reported that he has sent the speaker's name to Randy Boyogoda and that they will be in touch shortly to begin organizing the speaker event. 
Sadid reported that he is still in the process of meeting with campus leaders to discuss the CR/NCR proposal. Scheduling has been an issue to get the whole group of participants together. He will report back once they meet.
Sadid reported that he met with the University Registrar last week to discuss the potential of increasing the number of times students can use the absence declaration each term. The outcome of the meeting was not as hopeful as Sadid had expected, with the Registrar claiming that there is little enthusiasm for the absence declaration among students this year, with many fewer students taking advantage of their declaration,  so that they will not be expanding the amount students can use. 

4)	Report of the Executive
	Johnson and Nettey reported that they will record their first test podcast next Friday, with the first episode with New College Principal Gazzele to take place two Fridays from now. Sadid asked if it was possible for him to sit in for the recording of the first episode. 
	M. Rodrigo reported that they were still getting the design editor position applications and were hoping to have the selections of the sections done by the first week of February. Currently two out of three streams of submissions are ready to go out to the editors. 
	Johnson reported that they would send out the sign-up sheet for the upcoming open mic event shortly. 

Zaman and Wong reported on the preparations of the URC. They say that the deadline to get	abstracts to the selections committee and Faculty supervisors will be Feb 7th. The event will take place on Feb 28th. Sadid asked for clarification about the schedule for the day. Wong and Sadid agreed to meet later to discuss the agenda and timeline of the day. 
Johnson reported that they had been in touch with a representative of Accessibility Services who was interested in hosting an event outlining the process of taking advantage of their services. J. Seto and Johnson will work together to find space and a time to host this event. 

	
5)	Report of the Staff
G. Nowland reported that the Acting Vice Dean, Undergraduate is trying to get more information about why the library repository of exams is not up to date. Their initial report was that they are trying to bring back the process for updating exams this year. Nowlan will report when he gets more information from the Faculty. 
Nowlan updated the Execs about the discussion at the last council meeting regarding the archived
versions of the timetable and calendar. The Faculty Registrar explained that the previous calendars are now all available, but that due to the new timetable builder program, old timetables will not be made available to students anymore.

J. Seto reported on a number of upcoming events and tasks for the Executive including the ASSU awards social, the next ASSU council meeting and clothing orders. 

Seto also reported on the deadline for the upcoming newsletter. 

Seto went over the list of awards that the Executive are responsible for determining before the end of February. 

6)	New Student Initiative Award

F. Sadid presented the edited application form for the new ASSU Student Leadership award and asked for feedback from the Executive. There was discussion about the positive changes to the description and application of the award. 

M. Rodrigo liked the changes to the application and asked how much the award would be worth and how the money would be distributed. Sadid explained that they were proposing one winner and two runner’s up like other ASSU Awards. 
Johnson asked if there was a requirement for an organization or initiative to have longevity. Sadid said that this award was for newly created groups or initiatives from the past year or two, and that the award would be to celebrate the creation of the groups, not necessarily to provide or request longevity. 

MOVED (Sadid/Zaman) “That ASSU create a new award named the ‘ASSU Student Initiative Award’ with a value of $1,000 for the winner and $500 for each runner up. To be decided by the Executive and presented at the ASSU Award social each spring” 

*CARRIED

7)	Other Business
Safia reported on their attempts to find keynote speakers for the URC. There was discussion about multiple keynote speakers in a lightning talk format. 

8)	Adjournment
	MOVED (Sadid/Zaman) “To Adjourn” 

	*CARRIED 
	The meeting adjourned at 1:05pm
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